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Proceedings of the Covention of Congregational Miniſters 
in Maſſachuſetts. 


T a meeting of the Convention of Congregational Miniſters in Maſſachuſetts, 
at Boſton, May 31, 1792, a committee was appointed in conſequence of an 


addrefs from the General Aſſociation of Miniſters in Connecticut,“ to conſider a 


propoſal of opening a correſpondence with the General Afenibly of the Preſbyterian 


The | in the ſouthern ſtates, and the General Aſſociation in Connecticut. 


In CoNVEN TIN, May 30, 1793. 


This committee reported, © That it is expedient for the Convention to chooſe a 
committee, who may write to the General Aſſembly of the Preſbyterian Churches 
in America, and the General Aſſociation in Connecticut, propoſing to them not to 
receive or countenance any Candidate from us, who does not bring credentials from 
a regular body among us, known to them ; and aſſuring them, that we will obſerve 
the ſame rule with reſpect to Candidates from them, and informing them that we 
ſhall be glad to hear from them upon all ſubjects which relate to the intereſts of our 
common chriſtianity, and to communicate every information upon ſuch — as 


may tend to promote the intereſts of Religion. ' 


A committee was accordingly appointed, for the above mentioned purpoſes, con- 
fiſting of the following gentlemen : 


Rev. Joſeph Willard, D. D. Rev. Dr. Fiſk, 
Mr. French, Dr. Tappan, 
Dr. Thacher, | Mr. Lyman, 
Mr. Oſgood, Dr. Robbins, 
Mr. Morſe, . | Dr. Hemmenway, 
Dr. Eckley, Mr. Little. 


Mr. Holmes, 


In CoNnvENnTION, May 29, 1794. 


A queſtion ariſing relative to the objects of Correſpondence with the General 
Aſſembly of the Preſbyterian Church, and the General Afociation of Connecticut; 

Voted, That the objects to be attended to by the Committee of Correſpondence 
ſhall be, 

« 1, To open and maintain a friendly correſpondence with the repreſentative 
bodies of the Preſbyterian and Congregational Miniſters and Churches in other 
ſtates, and to communicate to, and receive from them whatever may be uſeful, and 
promotive of the intereſts of the Chriſtian Religion. 

© 2. To collect an accurate ſtatement of the number and names of the Ati 
tions, Miniſters, Vacancies, Candidates, and non-aſlociated Miniſters and Churches 
throughout this Commonwealth, and digeſt and publiſh the ſame, for our own in- 
formation, and the information of our brethren in other ſkates.” 

| The 


See letter from Rev. Dr. Goodrich, and Rev. Dr. Huntington. 
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The following Statement of the Aſſociations, Miniſters, &c. is now ns 
agreeably to the preceeding Vote of Convention. 


LIST of As80c1aTIONs, MixIsTERS, Sc. 


21 a | T owns. Vacant. Candidates. | Not aſſociated. 
Rev. Stephen Weſt, D. D. [Stockbridge Great Barrington Mr. Fuller None 
Daniel Collins Laneſhorough [Alford Mr, Barney 
Thomas Allen Pittsfield Becket Mr. Wallis 
- Seth Swift Williamſton Dalton ü 
8 David Perry Richmond Windſor 
2 Oliver Ayer Weſt Stockbridge Lenox 
＋ Eliphalet Steel Egremont Loudon 
8 Ephraim Judſon Sheffield Adams 
O Jacob. Catlin New-Marlboro* Bethlehem 
8 Eleazer Storrs Sandisfield Hancock 
< Joſeph Avery Tyringham Mt. Waſhington 
2 Alvan Hyde Lee New-Aſhford 
Rev. Mr. Camp New-Canaan Theſe towns are in the ftate of 3 Vork, 
2 Mr. Stevens New-Concord | bordering on Berkſhire county, and their miniſters 
— Mr. Porter Spencer Town fare members of Berkſhire aſſociation. 
E Mr. Morſe Green River 
— 


M, mnifters. 


The Rev. John 1 of Patridgeficld, and the Rev. W. G. Ballantine, of Waſhington, i in 


this County, are members of the Mountain Preſbytery, compoſed _ of miniſters in this 
County, and partly of miniſters in the County of Hampſhire. 


a 


The Northern ASSOCIATION in the County of 


HAMPSHIRE. 


Rev. Preſerved Smith 


Joſeph Strong, jun. 
Jonathan Grout 
A maſa Cooke 
Roger Newton 
Jeſſe Townſhend 
Nehemiah Porter 
John Emerſon 
John Taylor 
Rufus Wells 
Joſeph Lyman 
Joſeph Strong 
Solomon Williams 
Jonathan Judd 
Payſon Williſton 
Enoch Hale 
Joel Hays 
Benjamin Chapman 
Juſtus Forward 
Ichabod: Draper 
Samuel Hopkins 
Joſeph Aſhley 
Henry Williams 
John Hubbard 


Rowe 
Heath 
Hawley 
Barnardſton 
Greenfield 
Shelburne 
Aſhfield 
Conway 


Deerfield 


IWhately 


Hatfield 
Williamſburgh 
Northampton 
South-Hampton 
Eaſt- Hampton 
South-Hadley 
Granby 


[Granby 


Belchertown 
Amherſt 
Hadley 
Sunderland 


Leveret 


Northfield 


Charlemont 
Buckland 
Leyden 


| 


| 


gg, jun. of Conway, 
wick, ordained at large, 


n. of Conway. 


Rev, John Fiſk, of War 


Gardener Kello 


Joel Baker, ju 


Rev, David Parſons, of Amherſt. 


Rev, Samuel Taggart, of Colerain, and a parick in Conway, belonging to the Mountain Preſbytery. 


by 


. 


6 


—— Payſon 
Joſeph Eaftabrook 
Ebenezer Tucker 


| Jonathan Oſgood + 


Rindge, N. H. 5 
Athol 


[Gardner 


Gerry | 


58 Ministers. T owns. Vacant. Condidates. Not {eel 
SY Rev. Judah Naſh Montague Orange None Noue 
S8 Samuel Reed Warwiek 
7 Joel Foſter New- Salem F 
- < Joſeph Kilburn Wendell | ; 
2 8 | I 
QG | William Naſh 
2 J [Rev. Joſeph Lathrop, D.D.|Welt-Springfield | 2 = Herman Ball 
8 * Jeſſe Ives Munſon | = & 
2 Antipas Steward Ludlow 8 © 
38 Noah Atwater Welt field 1 
E — Joſeph Badger Blandford E * 2 
8 Iſaac Clinton out hwiek — 2 7 
3 Moſes Warren Wilbraham 6 
2 Richard Salter Storrs |Longmeadow 19 ut 
2 Bezaleel Howard goringfield 8 2 
XY John M*Kinſtry 3 Sn SY 
8 — Aaron Baſcom Cheſter 2 = N 80 
28 Sylvanus Griſwold [Weſt-Springfield [- 5&8 V 5 
214 | ATA 
* No official return was made by this aſſociation, The account here given is the beſt the committee could obtain. 
„Rev. Ephraim Ward Fs Abijah Tutts EST 
= Joſeph Appleton | Brookfield ; 
. Nathan Fiſke, D. D. ; 
5 2 Joſhua Paine Sturbridge | 1 
<5 Joſeph Pope Spencer e 
EG Stephen Baxter Weſtern 
2 - Daniel Foſter New- Braintree 
==| Daniel Tomlinſon [Oakham | 
22 Nehemiah Williams Brimfitld 
88 ' Joſiah Dana Barre | 
1 Int Blots Hardwick 
228 oſep odget 8 
= Joſhua Croſby | Besen | 
< Reuben Moſs Ware | 
Z Rev. Joſeph Sumner Shrewſbury Leiceſter 
ts Joſeph Avery Holden Grafton 
28 Reuben Holcomb Sterling Paxton 
8 8 Aaron Bancroft Worceſter - | 
2 Iſaac Bailey Ward 
8 5 Samuel Auſtin Worceſter hn 
22 Hezekiah Goodrich Rutland | 
4 * Hezekiah Hooper Boylſton . 
Rev. Aſaph Rice I Weſtminſter None 1 ES 
=| Ebenezer Sparhawk [Templeton 
2 Joſeph Brown Winchendon 
3 Nehemiah Parker ] Hubbardſton 
= John Cuſhing Aſhburnham 
< | Brigham Fitzwilliam N. H. 
8 Joſeph Lee Royalſton | 
E Solomon Reed Peterſham 
5 
— 


TT 


1 — | 1 8 . 7 acant. | Candidates. 25 1 Not aſſociated. 
=] Rev, Phineas Whitney Shirley Fitchburg [Enoch Whipple] as hen 
82 Zabdiel Adams Lunenburg Jona. Wheelock | 
<O© Daniel Chaplin |Groton Jona. Procter 
„E ohn Bullard Pepperrell John Kimball | 
MH < Edmund Fofter Littleton : 1 
E n {Jacob Herrick 
28 William Emerſon {Harvard | 
2 Nathaniel Thayer Lancaſter | | t 
3 Rev. Joſiah Bridge Eaſt Sudbury ©" Ines Home 8 
4 1 Peter Whitney . [Northborough | . ; Calvin Whiting | 
k 28 Joſeph Willard ]JBoxborough _ Phineas Randalll 
| 28 Jacob Biglow _ {Sudbury | | 1 
2 Jonathan Newell Stow t 
O 
3 E 8 _ Adams Acton ä 1 
< © ineas Wright Bolton | q 
j S 2 e e EE on | | | 
i © 'Ezra Ripley [Concord | 
I = E Aſa Packard Marlborough | 
4 << Samuel Sumner Southborough | | 
iy <<, |[Rev. Giles Merrill _ "Haverhill {Methuen Rufus Anderſ OO Tom 
4 < 8 Phineas Adams Do. 2d. Church [Ameſbury 2d chh.| mn *. 
2 [ Stephen Peabody. arkicſon, N. E. Elaverhill ift. and| 
[ = 2 Jonathan Allen Bradford 3d, churches. ;. ' \ 
2 S Peter Eaton Boxford 2 Church 4 4 
4 — | John Kellog [Hamſtead, N. H. 1 : 
b Rev, Elizur Holyoke Boxford Wilmington John Abbot Row 
© : William Symmes Andover Abiel Abbot | burn, of Read- 
< 2 Eliab Stone | Reading = Jonathan Hale | ing. | 
=O Henry Cumings [Billerica | . | Rev. Mr. Bar- 
S John Marrett [Woburn . . 4 ton, of Tewkſ- 
wa Caleb Prentiſs [Reading | bury. 
88 Jonathan French Andover | | 
— Samuel Sargeant Woburn | 4 
2 Solomon Adams Middleton N 
= — ö — = — - — — 
Sx * nnn 1 1 _ —_—_— iſt. chb. Benjamin Rolfe] Rev. Naphtali 
3 ˙ Cary Ne wb. port iſt ehh. Newbury f | Shaw, Ken- 
S 8 True Kimball Newbury iſt chh. Ne wtown (N. H.) ö fington, New- 
2 5 John Andrews Ne wb. port iſt chh. Hampton do. Hampſhire. 
— 
2 Z Rev. John Cleveland Ipſwich, Cheb. P. New-Rowley 5 8855 
58 Joſeph Dana IIpſwich Newbury, 3d Par. 
f Levi Friſbie Ipſwich 248 
— Ebenezer Bradford [Rowley | 
5 < S Samuel Spring Newbury-Port | 
. 2 ] Elijah Pariſh Newbury, Byef. P. | 
| 99 Ebenezer Dutch Bradford 
. 4  Afakel Huntington [Topsfield | 


Mr 


Miniflers. WD. 


SALEM ASSOCIATION. 


Rev. Phillips Payſon 


Thomas C. Thacher 
Benjamin Wadſworth 


Ifaac Storey 
Ebenezer Hubbard 


Tho. Barnard, D.D. 


John Prince 
William Bentley 
Joſeph M*Keen 


Mara. Cutler, LL.D. 


El: Forbes 
Daniel Fuller 


| Towns. 5 Pacant. 1 
Chelſea {Mancheſter 
Lynn 2 Pariſhes in 
Danvers (N. Par.) Glouceſter 
Marblehead 
Salem 
Beverly 
Hamilton 

1 Glouceſter 


ASSOCIATION ia and 
about CAMBRIDGE. 


Rev. Joſeph Willard, D. D. and LL. D. Prelident of Horrurd Univerſity, in Cambridge. 
David Tappan, D. D. Hollis Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity. 


[Daniel Marrett 
Daniel Stone 
Jonathan Fiſher 
John Pipon 
Micah Stone 


Rev. Jacob Cuſhing 
Jonas Clark 
Joſeph Jackſon 
David Oſgood 
Charles Stearns 
Richard R. Eliot 


William Greenough 


Jonathan Homer 
Samuel Kendall 
Abiel Holmes 
John Foſter 
Thaddeus Fiſke 


Cambridge 


Waltham 
Lexington 
Brooklyn 
Medford 
Lincoln 
Watertown 


Newton 


Weſton 


None 


| 


i BOSTON ASSOCIATION. 


MENDON ASSOCIATION 


A— 


Rev. Sim. Howard, B. B. 


Samuel Weſt 


Jeremy Belknap, D.D. 


John Lathrop, D. D. 
Peter Thacher, D. D. 
John Eliot 

Joſeph Eckley, D. D. 
John Clarke 

John T. Kirkland 
John Bradford 
Eliphalet Porter 
Thomas Gray 
Iedidiah Morſe, D. D. 


Boſton 


Roxbury 
4 Charleſtown 


None 


1 


ö 1 


Rev. E Elijah Fiſh 
David Sanford 
+ Ebenezer Chaplin 


Nathaniel Emmons 


David Avery 
Iſaac Stone 
Edmund Mills 
Caleb Alexander 
Jahn Crane 
John Robinſon 


Timothy Dickinſon - 


Nathaniel Howe 
Samuel Judſon 


Sutton, N, Prec. 
Franklin 


Douglas 


Sutton 2 


— 


Mendon 


Northbridge 
Weſtborough + 
Hollifton 
Hopkinton 


Uxbridge. | 


Upton Milford 
. {Medway, W. Prec. Mendon (S. Par.) 


Wrentham | 


r 
« . * 


Toliah Holbrook T8 ” 
[Nathaniel Hall |. 


S 


nd 
= 


| 


kings 
Daniel Oliver, Beve. 2d P. 


Mead, Dauvers| 
Joſhua Spaulding 


Mer. Samuel 
(ſouth pariſh. 
Daniel Hop 
Adoniram Judſon, Wenh. >; 


— 


| 


* 
— 
— 
4 DEED 
— 
— 

— 

— 


1 


7 


e 
< = 2 J 8 
== Benjamin G — Dede, 
8 A — . 13 * ag iſt Dae. Mea Vacant. 
8 a a 8 : anf, |} G 
382 Thomas — Med field n Not afſoct | 
i= 2 Geo hacher Dedha 3 rke |E 2 ſociated. 
< 89 rge M * m, 2d P 8 ers © 2 E 
2 Stephen Ms _—_— 3d Par. Samuel Baile 2 55594 2 
Ng mer a ar. : v3 5905 2 
e uM IRA: — bY 52 2222 
2 john Ally Wills © ” | 38 5 eh | 
8 Willi xn Kin SS ZESGE 
— 3 Shaw e Bae £ 25 7 5 28 5 
-< — * Leonard orough Ss — £ EEEREE 5 
8 ildorn Whi Marſhfiel A bn CASES 5:52 
Gad Hi itman c d ner Li & NLE 
© Joh itchcock Pet incoln 3 2E 
TN John Mell D. D. Pemb er Whi 3 2 
= David 1 roke | Ebene itney 
5 Note Barnes | Han in zer With- 
1 emiah Tho ! i f us 
< —_ Crocker mas Scituate | 
£ niel Shu Shaw IC | 
Henry W te, D. D. ohaſſett 0 
Jacob N are Hi | | 
. Rev. John P _—_— ingham | f 
2 John * * Weymo N | : 
O How - uth - 
— Chandle land Bridgwat | ? 
* Caleb ＋. Robbins D Carver mou — 
— P urner „D. p. Pl . — | 
=| Epbr Fobes 1 Tra 1 
O _—_— Bri T3. 9 1 iddleborough ; = ps Taft TOE 
22 Lene HE iggs aynham 8 inchas T "O 8 
= Sa illia Halif, Eph.Bri aft 8 > 
< 33 Niles mw We cn . Briggayun 2 
2 J ekiah Sa 8 = | 8 
oſeph B nger ington 815 a 3 Fr 
E John R arker Bridgw $ LE 5 8 © 
— Ez eed Middl ö LEY EE 
S 1 Brid — | ; 88 Ses 3 
Sj Willia verett — | q EAN E 
2 David « Reed Wareh 2 1 | _— 3472 
K es | 4 T 85.5 iS 8 
Jonath pdros Middleb E 8 2 
tz Re an Stro Berk orough | 1822 —— 
25 v. Nathan 8 — e We 471723 
= Timothy Ala — | IS 5 8 58 8 
ib John Mel den J ern k 3448 5 
S Jonath en | outh — 8 88 
38 22 Barnſtable 90 
a | John Si incoln Sandwich | 
3 Naben Under Falmouth | — 
< Rev. Edward aderwood F [Harwi 
— Jonath Cheever ich 
5 = —— Eaſt | 
= 8 Jude D arker ham 3 
08 T amon Provi 
= homa ovine 
Le . a Roby Trur e Town 
vi Whit 2 4 R 
man hatham | | ev. Gid — 
Wellfl ley, Marſh Haw- 
eet Rev. eee e 
Ar a 
1089; Wes 
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An Account of the ordained and ſettled 
Towns and Settlements, and of the 
June, 1794. 

In the county of York are ſeventeen 
Kittery, Rev. 


York, 
Wells, » 


Arundel, 
Biddeford, 
Pepperrelborough, 
Berwick, 


Sandford, 
Alfred, 
Buxton, 
Lebanon, 
Fryeburg, 


Miniſters, Aſſociations, vacant Churches, 
Candidates in the Diſtrict of Maine, in 


ordained ſettled miniſters, viz. / 
* Mr. Chandler, 

* Joſeph Litchfield, 

* Jonas Hartwell. 

T Iſaac Lyman, 

Samuel Langton. 


Daniel Little, 


Moſes Hemmenway, D. D. 

Silas Moody. 
Nathaniel Webſter. 
John Fairfield. 

* John Tompſon, 

* Matthew Merriam. 
Moſes Sweat. 
John Turner. 
Paul Coffin. 

* Iſaac Haſey. 
William Feſſenden. 


Thoſe diſtingviſhed by this mark “ belong to the Piſcataqua aſſociation. Thoſe diſtinguiſhed by 


this mark + are unaſſociated. The reſt are of the 


aſſociation in the eaftern part of the county. 


No vacant churches. There are ten new towns and plantations vacant, in which 
no churches are yet inſtituted. Mr. Atkinſon and Mr. Rolfe, candidates, are em- 
ployed at preſent. The one at Limington, the other at Parſonfield. 


In the county of Cumberland are ſixteen ſettled miniſters, viz. 


Scarborough, Rev. 


Cape Elizabeth, 
_ Falmouth, 


Portland, 


North Yarmouth, 


Freeport, 

na. r=" * 
Harpſwell, 

Bridgtown, ® 
Standiſh, = 
Gorham, 


Turner, 


Benjamin Chadwick, 


Thomas Lancaſter. 


Ephraim Clark. 
Thomas Brown, 
Ebenezer Williams. 
Thomas Smith, 
Samuel Dean, 
Elijah Kellog. 
Triſtram Gilman. 
Alfred Johnſon. 
Ebenezer Coffin. 
Samuel Eaton. 
Nathan Church. 
Jonathan Gould. 
David Jewet. 
John Strickland, Preſbyterian. 


They compoſe one m_— Thoſe with this mark * have been lately ſettled 3 whether aſſociated, is unknown. 


„ 


vacant Churches. 


' 2d In North Yarmouth, New Gloceſter, Bakerftown, Gray, Windham. 


Nine towns and plantations vacant. We know of no candidates employed at 
preſent in this county, except Mr. Gillet, at New Gloceſter. EC, 


In the county of Lincoln are ſix ordained miniſters, not yet aſſociated, viz. 


Georgetown, Rev. Ezekiel Emerſon. 

Topſham, Jonathan Ellis. 

Woolwich, Joſiah Winſhip. 

Pownalborough, Alden Bradford. 

Briſtol, > Alexander McLean, Preſbyterian. , 
Cahaan, -- Jonathan Calef. £ 


Six churches vacant at Bath, Hallowell, Winthrop, Newcaſtle, Warren, Boothbay 
New towns and plantations vacant, about forty. 


Candidates preaching in the county. 


Mr. Marret, at Pownalborough ; Mr. Huſe, at ditto. Mr. Cuthman, at Winſ- 
low ; Mr. Fridenburg, at Bath and Broadbay. 


In the county of Hancock are two ordained miniſters, viz. at 


Deer-iſland, Rev. Peter Powers. 
Sedgwick, | Daniel Merril. 


A vacant church at Blue-Hill. 


New towns and plantations vacant, twenty-one. 

We know not whether any candidates are at preſent preaching in this county. 

In the county of Waſhington is one ſettled miniſter, viz. Rev. James Lyon, at 
Machias. | 

Vacant churches none, that we know of. 

New towns and plantations vacant, about twenty. 

We know of no candidates at preſent in this county, 

All the miniſters above-mentioned, in ſaid Diſtrict of Main, are of the congrega- 
tional perſuaſion, except the two Preſbyterians noted in the foregoing liſt. There 
are alſo a conſiderable number of preachers of the Anabaptiſt perſuaſion, who are 
chiefly itinerants. ; 1 

The beforementioned vacant towns and plantations (eſpecially the three lower 
counties) have, for a number of years paſt, received religious inſtruction from miſ- 


ſionaries ſent among them by the care of government, and the ſociety for propaga- 


ting the goſpel. 
The above is a true account, according to our beſt information. 
. DaxIEZ LITTLE. 
Moss HeMMENWAY. 


Wells, June 23, 1794. 


n 
n 


at 


* 'F 
3 
3 

4 


E 

The convention, ſolicitous to collect and preſerve accurate documents for a 
hiſtory of our churches, in May, 1794, 

Voted, © That all the congregational miniſters in the commonwealth of Maſſa- 
chuſetts be requeſted to give a hiſtory of their reſpective churches, and of the 
churches in their vicinity, if vacant, and to make returns, as ſoon as may be con- 
venient, to the Rev. Dr. Belknap, of Boſton, to be by him kept on file, after having 


been fairly recorded by the ſcribe of the convention, in a book to be kept by him 
for the purpoſe.” | 


* 


A RECOMMENDATION from the CoNVENTION of the CONGREGATIONAL 
: MINIST ERS, at Boſton, May 26, 1790. | 


QINCE it is obvious, that ſome ingenious, worthy young men have laboured 
under great diſadvantages in the diſcharge of the miniſterial office, in con- 
ſequence of commencing preachers. previouſly to being properly qualified ; and, 
ſince others, eſpecially in our new ſettlements, who are both ignorant and vicious, 
have palmed themſelves as publick teachers upon deſtitute flocks and congregations : 
In a word, ſince the {ſcriptures authorize no men to preach the goſpel, except thoſe 
who are learned, ſound in the faith, apt to teach, and men of prudence and religion, 
we take liberty, as the miniſters of CHRIST, to recommend the following things. 

1. We earneſtly recommend it to all young gentlemen, who deſign to devote 
themſelves to the work of the miniſtry, to ſpend that portion of time in the ſtudy of 
divinity, previouſly to appearing in the pulpit, which improved and judicious ad- 
viſers ſhall think neceſſary to qualify them for publick teachers. 

2. We alſo earneſtly recommend it to congregational miniſters and people, not 
to encourage or employ any one as a candidate for the miniſtry, except he ſhew, by 
written teſtimonials, that he has been carefully examined reſpecting his acquaintance 


with the principles of natural and revealed religion, and other things neceſſary to 


qualify him for the work of the miniſtry ; and that he 1s properly recommended to 
it, as a man of knowledge and good character, by ſome regular congregational aſſo- 
ciation or preſbytery. 

3. Since there are ſome worthy miniſters in this commonwealth, who are not in 
an aſſociated capacity, we beg leave to ſuggeſt the importance of their commencing 
members of regular affociations, as ſoon as opportunity preſent : For, we are all 
members of the ſame body, and are called by the goſpel of Cur1sT to co-operate 
with each other, in promoting the intereſt and importance of a learned, judicious 
and religious miniſtry. 

If theſe things meet the approbation of our abſent brethren, and the concurrence 
of our churches, and young gentlemen who deſign to devote themſelves to the work 
of the miniſtry, and tend to increaſe our love and fellowſhip, to ſecure the rights of 
conſcience, and to promote the intereſt of our 6LORIOUs REDEEMER, by encouraging 


and ſupporting a learned, found and religious miniſtry, we ſhall have the greateſt 


reaſon to bleſs Gop for that ſingular unanimity which has attended a large conven- 


tion in adopting the meaſure. 
Simeon HowaRD, Moderator of the Convention. 


— — 


TT = 3 
REVEREND and Dear BRETHREN, 


ERMIT us to introduce ourſelves and the ſubje& of our letter to your 
J friendly regards by the following extracts. . 


« At a Meeting of the General Aſſociation of the State of Connecticut, at the Houſe of the 
Rev. Timothy Dwight, D D. June 15, 1790. 


A motion made by the delegates of the weſtern aſſociation in Fairfield county, re- 
ſpecting a general union of the Congregational and Preſbyterian churches through- 
out the United States of America, was taken into ſerious conſideration, and largely 


.debated ; on which the following queſtion was propoſed ; Whether, in the opin- 
ion of this aſſociation, any further degree of union between the churches of this 


ſtate, and their brethren of the Congregational and Preſbyterian churches throughout 
the United States of America, would be expedient and deſirable ? Paſſed in the 
affirmative. | | | 

Voted, alſo, that in the opinion of this aſſociation, this purpoſe might be effect- 
ed, in ſome good meaſure, by letters of correſpondence reſpecting the ſtate of the 
churches and of religion in the ſeveral ſtates, and the different prevailing ſects, and 
the impoſtors that ſhall ariſe from time to time, with an authentic information of 
their characters, and ſuch other matters as may be thought conducive to the gen- 
eral promotion of the goſpel, and proſperity of the churches. 

The following gentlemen, Dr. Goodrich, Mr. Huntington of Middletown, Dr. 
Dwight, and Mr. Eliot, were accordingly appointed a committee to correſpond with 
our brethren of the Congregational and Preſbyterian churches in the United States, 
to communicate to them this reſolve, and to deſire their opinion on the beſt method 
of accompliſhing theſe valuable ends. Voted, alſo, that it is the opinion of this 
Aſtociation, that if the ſeveral Aſſociations ſhall approve of this correſpondence, that 
it be continued from year to year, in ſuch manner as ſhall hereafter be thought beſt. 

A true extra? from the minutes of the Aſſociation. 
Teſt. BENIAMIN TRUMBULL, Scribe. 


At a Meeting of the South Aſſociation of Hartford County, Weathersfield, OZ. 5, 1790. 


This Aſſociation taking into ſerious conſideration the advice of the laſt General 
Aſſociation (repreſented to them) with reſpect to a correſpondence with our brethren 
in the United States, in order to promote a more thorough knowledge of the ſtate of 
religion through the nation, and take united meaſures to promote the common cauſe, 
do unanimouſly concur with ſaid advice, and recommend all proper exertions to 
comply with it, and carry the benevolent and laudable deſigns of it into execution. 

BENONI Upeson, Scribe. 


To the foregoing we can add, that as far as hath come to our knowledge, the ad- 
vice of the General Aſſociation hath been unanimouſly approved and recommended 
by all the particular Aſſociations in this ſtate. 1 | 

And now, reverend and dear brethren, we beg leave to ſubjoin our earneſt re- 
queſt, that you will be pleaſed, by your free correſpondence, from time to time, to 
aſſiſt us with your friendly, wiſe, and pious advice, with regard to the premiſes. 


G CY 


E 
Nothing, gentlemen, can be more foreign to our view and deſire, than any attempt 
to introduce any thing like an hicrarchy, or form a ſecular combination and power 
to ſupport any particular ſcheme or profeſſion of religion. We only wiſh to be in- 
ſtrumental in ſubſerving the common cauſe of chriſtianity, and to ſhew a becoming 
zeal and faithfulneſs in diſcharging our profeſſional duty as miniſters in that king- 
dom which is not of this world. And while ſuch great and remarkable events, 
under the adminiſtration of the Supreme Governor of the world and King of Zion, 
have taken place, and are ſtill taking place, in the new and old world, no doubt in 
exact fulfilment of prophecy, and accompliſhment of the wonderful ſcheme of re- 
demption, we are humbly of opinion, that the faithful miniſters and followers of 
Jeſus have a ſpecial call, and are put under ſpecial advantages, to exert themſelves 
in oppoſition to the tyranny of ſin and Satan, and all the miſchiefs, devaſtations, 


and horrors they have occaſioned, and in promotion of the liberties and bleſſings of 
the religion and kingdom of the Prince of Peace, who is head over all things to the 


church, and who will reign till all his enemies are made his footſtool, and in whoſe 
name peace is proclaimed on earth and good will to men. | 

To gentlemen of your well-known character and piety, we preſume no apology 
is neceſſary for this addreſs, but affure ourſelves of your prayers and wiſe council 
and efforts in the common cauſe of our holy religion ; and have now only to beg 
leave to ſubſcribe ourſelves your brethren and companions in the kingdom and pa- 
tience of Jeſus Chriſt, | 


Middletown, Fanuary 1, 1791. Er1izurx GoopRicn. 
Exoch HunTinGToN. 
Rev. Preſident W1LLARD. 


P. S. An addreſs directed to us, or to the moderator of the next General Aſſoci- 
ation of the miniſters of the ſtate of Connecticut, to be convened at Waſhington, 
in the county of Litchfield, in the ſtate of Connecticut, will be a ſafe direction, and 
a way to expedite the defired correſpondence. 


The next General Aſſociation will meet on the third Tueſday of June next. 


_ —_—. 


To the Members of the General Aſſociation of Miniſters in Connecticut. 
REVEREND AND DAR BRETHREN, 


HE convention of miniſters in this commonwealth, of the Congrega- 

tional denomination, at their meeting at Boſton, in May, 1791, had 
the happineſs to receive an addreſs from the General Aſſociation in Connecticut, 
through their committee. This addreſs was read before the convention, and in 
conſequence a committee was choſen, of which the Rev. Preſident Willard was 
chairman, to make ſuch reply to the addreſs as they might think proper, and to re- 
ceive any further communications which you might pleaſe to make. At the com- 
mencement in New-Haven, the September following, the Rev. Preſident Willard 
being preſent, verbally reported to your committee, the proceedings of our con- 
vention, mentioning, in behalf of the commitee, their readineſs to receive your fur- 
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ther propoſals relative to a friendly correſpondence. Here matters have ſince reſt- 
ed.——In convention, May, 1793, we were appointed a committee to write to the 
General Aſſembly of the Preſbyterian church, in America, and the General Aſſocia- 
tion of miniſters in Connecticut, and were directed, by the Convention, to pro- 
poſe to- you © not to receive or countenance any candidate from us, who does 
not bring credentials from a regular body among us, known to you; and to aſſure 
you, that we will obſerve the ſame rule, with reſpect to candidates from you.”* We 
were directed alſo to inform you, that we ſhall be glad to hear from our Congrega- 
tional brethren in Connecticut upon all ſubjects which relate to our common 
chriſtianity, and to communicate information on ſuch ſubjects as may tend to pro- 
mote the intereſts of religion and the proſperity of our churches. 

It is with real ſatisfaction that we communicate to you this our commiſſion, and 


ſhall be happy to confer with you on the beſt method of accompliſhing its deſirable 


objects. The ſubject of a friendly correſpondence with our Preſbyterian and Con- 
gregational brethren at the ſouthward, came into view at our laſt convention, (May 
28, 29, 1794), and a queſtion ariſing relative to the object of this correſpondence, 
after ſome diſcuſſion, it was © Yoted, That the objects to be attented to by the 
committee of correſpondence ſhall be, 


I. To open and maintain a friendly correſpondence with the repreſentative 
bodies of the Preſbyterian and Congregational miniſters and churches in other ſtates, | 
and to communicate to, and to receive from them, whatever may be uſeful, and pro- 
motive of the intereſts of the chriſtian religion. 


2. To collect an accurate ſtatement of the number and names of the aſſocia- 
tions, miniſters, vacancies, candidates, and non-aſſociated miniſters and churches 
throughout this commonwealth, and digeſt and publiſh the ſame for our own in- 
formation, and the information of our brethren in other ſtates. 

When this ſtatement is completed, which, we hope, will be in the courſe of a 
few months, we ſhall tranſmit you a copy. We are taking meaſures, likewiſe, 
to collect a hiſtory of our churches, by putting into the hands of each miniſter, 
throughout this commonwealth, a ſet of queſtions, embracing all the proper objects 
of inquiry, and requeſting an anſwer to them. 

We ſhall be glad to confer with you on the mode of certifying the good character 
and ſtanding of candidates paſſing to and from us. It is neceſſary that we ſhould 
define what ſhall be conſidered as good and ſufficient teſtimonials, both by you and 
us. We wait for a propoſal from you on the ſubject. 

Be aſſured, gentlemen, that it is as far from our view as from yours, to © attempt 
to introduce any thing like an hierarchy, or form a ſecular combination and power 
to ſupport any particular ſcheme or profeſſion of religion.“ Our only aim and 


deſire, is to promote a ſpirit of harmony and brotherly love to communicate inform- 


ation for mutual improvement and to unite our endeavours with thoſe of our other 
brethren in ſupporting and advancing the genuine cauſe of our-common chriſtianity, 

The peculiarities, difficulties, and declenſions of the preſent times, in our apprehen- 
ſion, call for union, vigor, and becoming zeal, among, and in the minifters of 
religion. It is greatly deſirable that we ſhould be acquainted with each other, 


TT. 
and as far as poſſible act in concert. Diviſions among miniſters operate great in- 
jury to piety and religion. | 
In the agreeable expectation of hearing from you on the ſubject of the foregoing, 
and wiſhing you all proſperity in your miniſterial labors in the ſervice of our com- 
mon Lord, we ſubſcribe ourſelves yours, &c. | 


Jostxen WILLARD, 
David Taeean, 
PETER TracutR, 
Joszxen EckLer, 
Jeoipian Morse, | 


Sub- committee * in 
behalf of the com- 
mittee, of correſ- 
pondence. 


Boſton, Fune 2, 1794. 


* Here the names of the whole committee were inſerted. 


« To the Moderator of the General Aſſembly of the Preſbyterian Church in the United States 
of America. 


Rev. SIR, 


| E are appointed a committee by the convention of Congregational miniſters, 
in the commonwealth of Maſſachuſetts, to inform you that, at their laſt 
meeting, they paſſed the following vote, viz. © That it be propoſed to the General 
Aſſembly of the Preſbyterian church in America and the General Aſſociation in 
Connecticut, not to receive or countenance any candidate from us who does not bring 
credentials. from a regular body among us known to them; aſſuring them that we 
will obſerve the ſame rule with reſpect to candidates from them, and informing them 
that we ſhall be glad to hear from them upon all ſubjects which relate to the intereſts 
of our common chriſtianity, and will communicate every information upon ſuch 
ſubjects as may tend to promote the intereſts of religion.“ | 

We are alſo directed to inform you, that meaſures are taking to collect information 
with reſpect to the preſent ſtate of our churches, which we ſhall take the earlieſt op- 
portunity to tranſmit to the General Aſſembly. ; | 

You will pleaſe to communicate the above to the General Aſſembly, and we ſhall 
- happy to receive an anſwer by the carlieſt opportunity upon this intereſting 

ubject. 


We are, Rev. Sir, 
In the name and behalf of the Congregational miniſters of Maſſachuſetts, 
Your brethren in the faith and fellowiſhip: of the goſpel. 

| Joſeph Willard, 
David Tappan, 
Peter Thacher, Committee. 
Joſeph Eckley, 
Jedidiah Morſe, 


Boſton, May 8th, 1794.” 


| L 6 I 
Rev. Gentlemen, Philadelphia, May 2oth, 1794. 

OUR communication of the 8th inſtant, in the name and behalf of the 

convention of Congregational miniſters in the commonwealth of Maſſachuſetts, 
has been received ; and we embrace the earlieſt opportunity to expreſs our hearty 
approbation of your propoſal to preſerve the churches committed to our care, re- 
ſpectively, from being viſited and conſequently injured, by deceivers, under the 
appearance of regular miniſters. To prevent the evil as much as poſſible, we would 
farther propoſe, that no miniſter or preacher from either, be received and encouraged 
by the other, unleſs he produce, beſide recent teſtimonials from regularly conſtituted 
authorities, private letters, or ſome corroborating teſtimony in his favour, not ſo ca- 
pable of being forged. The forms of the firſt being known, an artful man may, 
without much difficulty, fabricate a certificate in his own behalf, and have it appa- 
rently authenticated in due order, with the aſſiſtance of an accomplice or two, while 
he will hardly venture to paſs his own contrivance for the laſt :—At leaſt he will very 
ſeldom venture it with ſucceſs. This method has been practiſed. by us for a conſid- 
erable time in receiving clerical characters from Europe ; it has been found the moſt 
effectual to prevent impoſition, and now appears equally neceſſary to be obſerved 
in the admiſſion of thoſe who may come from diſtant parts of our own nation. And 
though no correſpondence by letters may have exiſted between any perſons reſiding 
in the diſtricts from which, and to which, a regular miniſter or preacher propoſes 
travelling, ſufficient intercourſe prevails between intermediate places, to admit of his 
being regularly handed, and ſufficiently recommended, till he reach the object of 
his deſtination. In guarding againſt the miſchief under conſideration, the General 
Aſſociation of Connecticut, and this General Aſſembly, by joint agreement, appoint 
and mutually communicate the names of a certain number of members in each body, 
moft conveniently ſituated for the purpoſe, to authenticate the teſtimonials of thoſe 
who paſs into each others bounds, one of whoſe names, at leaſt, muſt appear in every 
certificate. This we juſt mention and leave it with you to judge whether a ſimilar 
proceeding would be adviſeable or neceſſary between you and us. 

Notwithſtanding the pains uſed to train up young men for the work of the min- 
iſtry, ſo rapid is population among us, that our vacancies encreaſe much faſter than 
our miniſters, and it may be truly ſaid that the harveſt is great and the labourers in 
compariſon few. | | | 

Our attention has been, for ſome time, directed towards collecting materials for a 
hiſtory of the Preſbyterian church through the United States, in the proſecution of 
which ſome things may perhaps occur worthy of being communicated ;—and we 
| ſhall on all occaſions ſhow ourſelves diſpoſed to perform whatever may ſeem expe- 

dient to promote a more intimate connexion between the Congregational churches 
of Maſſachuſetts and our's, whoſe intereſts are ſo cloſely united,—to teſtify our re- 
ſpect for their characters and to evidence our ſincere wiſhes for their proſperity. 

We are, gentlemen, with unfeigned regard and efteem, Your affectionate brethren 
in our common Lord. . by order, | 


Rev. Dr. Joſeph Willard, Alexander M*Whorter, Moderator. 


Rev. Dr. Joſeph Eckley, Rev. Dr. Peter Thacher, 
Rev. Jedidiah Morſe, Rev. David Tappan, 
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REVEREND AND DAR BRETHREN, Bofton, May 31, 1794. 


\ T a meeting of the convention of Congregational miniſters of this com- 
monwealth, on the 28th, 29th, inſtant, it was 


« Voted, That the objects of the committee of correſpondence * ſhall be— 


1. To open and maintain a friendly correſpondence with the repreſentative 
bodies of the Preſbyterian and Congregational miniſters and churches in other 
ſtates ; and to communicate to, and receive from them whatever may be uſeful, and 
promotive of the intereſts of the chriſtian religion. 

2. To collect an accurate ſtatement of the number and names of the aſſociations, 
miniſters, vacancies, candidates, and non-aſſociated miniſters and churches, through- 
out this commonwealth, and digeſt and publiſh the ſame for our own information, 
and the information of our brethren in other ſtates.” 


It is with ſatisfaction that we communicate this vote to our brethren in New- 
Hampſhire, with whom we ſhould be happy to open a correſpondence on the ſub- 
jects ſpecified in our commiſſion. | . 

Hoping ſhortly to hear from you, in anſwer to this—and wiſhing that grace, 
mercy, and peace may be multiplied to you, We ſubſcribe ourſelves, your friends 
and brethren in the miniſtry of the goſpel, | 

Joszpn WILLARD, 


David Tarran, Sub-committee, in 


PereR THACHER, 1 _— 
Joskph EcKLEy, correſ- 
pondence. 


Jepipian Monks, 


To the convention of Congregational miniſters 
in Concord, New-Hampſhire. 


* The names of the committee, and when appointed, are here mentioned. 


At. 
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REVEREND AND DAR BRETHREN, Newmarket, October 22, 1794. 


HE convention of miniſters in New-Hampſhire received your commu- 
nication of May 31, at their meeting in Amherſt, laſt June, and appoint- 
ed us a committee to correſpond with you on the ſubject of your letter. 

In conſequence of this appointment, we ſhould have returned an anſwer without 
delay, had not the letters from Mr. Evans, ſcribe of the convention, to the mem. 
bers of the committee in the lower part of this ſtate, who were not preſent at the 
meeting of the convention, informing them of their appointment, and of the time 
and place agreed upon for meeting the other members to anſwer your letter, miſ- 
carried; ſo that they were unacquainted with the affair *rill long after the time pre- 
fixed for their meeting. | | 

We 
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We are authorized to aſſure you, that our convention fully approve the plan tranſ.. 
mitted to us, and think it is well adapted to © promote the intereſts of the chriſtian 
religion.“ | 

In compliance with your propoſal, we will communicate to you, as ſoon as au- 
thentic information can be obtained, an accurate ſtatement of the ſeveral things pro- 
poſed to us, and any other matters which we ſhall think may promote the object of 
the votes. Meantime, we are, with much eſteem and affection, your brethren in 
the fellowſhip of the goſpel, 


SaMuEL MACCLINTOCK, 
STEPHEN PEABODY, 
WILLIAM MonsoN, 
JosEPpH BuckMINSTER, 


Sub-committee,; of 
the committee of 
convention. 


The following is a ſummary Account of the Synods, Preſbyteries, Licentiates, and 
Congregations, within the Bounds of the General Aſſembly of the Preſbyterian 
Church, in the United States of America, in the Year 1794, taken from the 
Minutes of the Aſſembly. . 


— 


Synod of 


2 PRESBYTERIES. | No. of No. of Vacancies. |Licentiates, 
S - | ; Miniſters. |-Congregations., 
The Preſbytery of Dutcheſs | 8 5 J' 1 
22 4— — Long-Iſland 13 T3 S 3. 2 
8 2 — New-York 23 25 = 3 
* New-Brunſwick 15 26 7 1 
5 * Albany | 8 18 10 2 
5 [Preſbytery of Philadelphia 13 23 6 2 
2 — Nevcaſtle * 25 8 3 
OL Lewis 7 18 3 O 
— 2 | Baltimore Bo 13 5 3 2 
. Carliſle | V 10 3 

8 . Huntingdon 11 17 o 0 

Preſbytery of Redſtone by 48 |Unknom | 4 

A'E Ohio 5 9 | © Q 
898 Hanover 8 IO [Unknown | 3 
* Lexington 13 18 [Unknown 7 

© Tranſylvania No re-ſturns. 

: 20 JY 64 

5 [Preſbytery of Orange 3 | | 20 54 22 9 

8 South Carolina No re- turns. 

. Abington No re-ſturns. 

2 | 

— nm — ons - — 


